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Pottsgrove Mansion is a large oblong-shaped two-story-over-
partially~raised-basement stone house with gable roof and an
inside chimney at either end. The building is about 46 feet
wide, 28 feet deep, and 22 feet high. The two-foot thick walls
{ are comprised of dressed sandstone on the front (south) facade
and of random fieldstone on the sides and rear; interior par-
tition wall are 18 inches thick. A deep pent roof at the
second floor level and a broad cove wooden cornice at the roof
level extend around the house. :

The main facade is five-bays wide and contains a center
door and symmetrically arranged windows with 12 over 12 lights.
First-story windows are topped by segmental arches of gauged
brick and flanked by exterior paneled shutters. Second-story
windows are square-headed, have interior paneled shutters, and
are set up against the cornice. The center doorway, unframed
by classic pilasters, has a rectangular transom over the door,
providing light for the entrance hall.

| A lower two-story stone service wing, added in the period
: 1790-1805, is located at the northwest (rear) corner of the
Lo mansion and extends at right angles to the north. At the east
! end of the main house, and built on the main axis, is a small
* one-story stone kitchen wing. The east wing was destroyed by
fire in 1870 and reconstructed in its present form in the
period 1941-52. :

The house has a typical center hall plan, with the 10-foot
wide hall extending through the structure from front to rear
and dividing the four rooms into pairs. To the west, or left,
of the hall is the living room and, behind this, the library;
to the right of the hall, is the front corner, is the dining
room and in the rear corner, the children's dining room. The
hall is divided into two halves by means of a flat-arch with
pilasters. The main staircase with turned balusters is located
in the north (rear) half and set against the east wall. The
hall side of the doors to the dining and living rooms are
| topped by pediments. Six of the eight main rooms have corner
fireplaces, with their fireplace walls fully paneled;.the other
two rooms are heated by stoves. Windows in the principal rooms
have seats and deep reveals. Their wood cornices, waigscot}ng,
and paneling is heavy and strong. The floors are of wide pine
boards.

The second floor contains four bedrooms which are inided
into pairs by the centerhall and also a powder room, yh1c§ .
is located at the south end of the hall, The cellar is divided
into five rooms, with thick walls and arched doorways. The
attic has two levels which are lighted by windows set in two
banks in the gable ends. The first level contains five un-

finished chambers, one of which has a fireplace, and the upper
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7. Description Continued" page 1
is a large storage area.

In the 1941-52 restoration a Greek Revival cornice

- and three dormers, added about 1835, a later 19th century
two-story wood porch at the east end, and a metal roof
were removed from the main house. The present cove
cornice was reconstructed from a section of the original
cornice found still in place the pent eave roof rebuilt
on the base of structural evidence, and the existing wood
shingle roof added. The stacks of the two end chimneys
were restored to their 18th century appearance and the

b one-story stone east wing was reconstructed on the basis

- of the original foundations and structural evidence found in
: the east gable wall of the main house. Some of the
stonework on the front (south) facade was also rebuilt.

The fabric of the main house otherwise, however, is
almost entirely original, including the flooring, main
staircase, and paneling. On the interior it was only
necessary to replace a few missing pieces. Pottsgrove
Mansion is in excellent condition and is open to visitors
as a furnished historic house exhibit.

GPO 921.724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE \

Pottsgrove Mansion, erected in 1752-~54, is an excellent
example of an Early Georgian stone country house. The
interior fabric is almost entirely original and the exterior
has been carefully restored to its 18th century appearance.

History

Pottsgrove Mansion was built by John Potts, wealthy iron-
master and founder of Pottstown, in 1752-54. The house
remained in the hands of the Potts family for several
generations after the death of the builder in 1768.

Around 1835 the exterior was given a few Greek Revival
touches. In the late 19th century, however, the building
became the Mill Park Hotel. - In 1940 the mansion, by then
in a very dilapidated condition, was purchased by the ’
descendants of John Potts, and in 1941 ownership was
transferred to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the
‘Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. Between
1941 and 1952, the structure was carefully restored, under
the supervision of the architect G. Edwin Brumbaugh, to
its original 18th century appearance. In 1952 Pottsgrove
Mansion was formally opened to visitors as a historic
house exhibit.,
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